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DISCUSSION:
In discussion of 98-0486 and 98-0564, I accepted an assignment to investigate making "certain types' of binding explicitly outside the scope of the standard.  The comment on binding mentioned parameterized classes but is not limited to that. 

The kinds of bindings that related to the COBOL draft are the instantiation of parameterized classes and the linking (or binding) of runtime modules to the statement that activates them -- programs, functions, and methods.  I updated Scope to reflect that these are outside the scope of the standard.   I am not aware of any other kinds of bindings related to the draft. 

There is a definition of binding (4.31 on page 8) limited to methods.  The term is never used elsewhere in the draft so this proposal deletes it.

While thinking about this, I decided that the means of defining locales should be outside the scope of the standard.  I added this in Scope and deleted the sentence in 8.2, Locales, about the implementor ensuring there is a mechanism for specifying cultural elements …

PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. Page 1, Scope:  add the following as the second, third, and fourth bullets under the third paragraph (beginning "This draft … does not specify: "

"—   The time at which method, function, or program runtime modules are linked or bound to an activating statement, except that runtime binding occurs of necessity when the identification of the appropriate function, program, or method is not known at compile time.

—   The time at which parameterized classes are instantiated.

—   The mechanism by which locales are defined and made available on a processor. "

2. Page 8, definitions, delete definition 4.31, binding

3. Page 68, 8.2 locales, last paragraph, delete the last sentence (beginning "The implementor shall ensure …"

4. Page 668, Implementor-defined list:  delete item 114 - Locale specification (mechanism for specifying).

OPEN ISSUES:

1. I included functions in proposal item 1, but I don't know whether there is any circumstance where the function name is not known at compile time.  If not, then functions should be deleted from p.i. # 1.
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